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MY  FRIENDS, 

1  ME  world  ever  has  been,  and  moil  probably  ever 
will  be,  divided  into  different  ranks  and  flations ; 
and  did  each  rank  know  its  duty  and  its  advan- 
tages^,- this  divifion  could  not  be  attended  with 
hardfliip  to  any;  becaufe  each  having  enough  for 
its  wants,  there  could  be  no  ground  of  complaint. 
All  ranks  are  in  fome  degree  dependent  on  each 
other,  but  you  are  the  moil  independent  of  all,  for 
you  have  nothing  to  trufl;  to  but  your  own  exer- 
tions, and  thefe  muff  always  fecure  you  eafe  and 
comfort,  if  you  are  prudent,  induftrious,  and  fober; 
and  if  not,  you  have  none  but  yourfelves  to  blame: 
by  thefe  means,  if  you  are  defirous  of  it,  you  may 
better  your  condition,  and  gradually  rife  to  a  higher 
rank  in  fociety;  and  if  you  are  content  with  your 
own,  you  may  enjoy  many  bleffmgs  which  are  not 
to  be  purchafed  by  riches.  The  rich  have  nothing 
further  to  look  to  which  can  add  to  their  happinefsj 
may  defire  and  poffefs  more  honours,  more 


pleasures,  and  more  wealth,  but  tliefe  will  make 
them  no  happier  ;  for  employment  and  health  are 
the  bed  prefefvers  of  happmefs,  and  thefe  are  the 
companions  of  a  humble  flation.  Riches  often 
produce  wearinefs  and  difgufl:,  for  want  of  aclive 
employment  either  of  body  or  mind;  and  health  is 
often  ruined  by  licentious  indulgence.  Think  not, 
my  friends,  that  I  am  attempting  tb  deceive  you,  by 
an  endeavour  to  reconcile  you  to  poverty  and  mife- 
ry,  that  others  may  enjoy,  undifturbed,  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  wealth  and  pleafure:  I  defpife  fuch  pat- 
try  arts;  I  have  never  condefcended  to  varnifh  ever 
a  lie  to  ferve  any  party,  or  any  purpofe  whatever ; 
my  only  wifh  is  to  improve  your  condition,  and  then 
to  make  you  content  with  it,  by  taking  a  fair  efti- 
mate  of  the  diiferent  ftations  in  life,  and  to  (hew- 
how  you  may  increafe  the  benefits  of  that  in  which 
vou  are  placed.  I  repeat  it  again:  you  are  the  mod 
independent  rank  in  fociety;  for  labour  is  the  beft 
fort  of  property,  and  he  who  can  labour  may,  if  he 
pleafes,  poffefs  health,  content,  and  comfort:  all 
thefeareinyourown  power,  butyou  may  throwthem 
away,  and  then  you  wiH  become  dependent  upon 
oilers  for  your  fupport ;  but  if  you  are  prudent, 
you  need  not  labour  to  e::cefs,  and  you  need  never 
be  poor.  "How  can  this  be?"  you  will  fay — "tell 
us  how  this  is  pcflible,  and  we  will  be  for  ever  indebt- 
ed to  you."    The  anfwer  is  very  fliort:  by  giving  to 


mankind  the  gift  of  reafon,  Providence  has  given  to 
every  man  the  means  of  providing  for  his  own  inte- 
reft and  happinefs,  and  it  is  only  when  he  furren- 
ders  his  reafon  to  the  will  of  others,  or  neglects  to 
exerch'e  it,  that  he  can  become  miferable  and  dif- 
treffed.  Reafon  is  the  fame  in  all  men,  and  equally 
tends  to  the  happinefs  of  all;  but  if  we  fuffer  other 
people  to  think  for  us,  they  will  moft  probably 
think  only  of  themfejvesj  for  there  is  a  con- 
ftant  defire  in  mankind  to  opprefs  each  other  when 
they  are  permitted.  The  intereft  of  each  man, 
well  underftood,  is  the  intereft  of  all;  it  is  only  when 
fome  ranks  take  too  much,  that  the  happinefs  of 
others  is  difturbed.  Reafon  need  not  be  equally 
cultivated  in  all  men,  but  it  ought  to  be  fo  in  pro- 
portion to  each  man's  rank  in  fociety:  to  be  able  to 
reafon  on  his  duty  and  his  intereft,  is  not  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  pooreft  individual,  and  is  to  him  more 
ufeful  than  the  higheft  efforts  of  the  learned.' 

For  fome  time  paft  you  have  heard  much  about 
equality,  and  many  of  you  have  moft  probably 
fuppofed  it  to  mean  equality  of  property:  you 
might  juft  as  well  fuppofe  it  to  mean  a  conftant 
equality  of  day  and  night,  or  that  the  fun  mould 
fhine  equally  in  all  countries;  for  it  is  not  moreim- 
poilible,  than,  that  all  men  mould  have  an  equal 
fhare  of  property.  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire,  and  the  rich  man  hath  a  right  -to  the  inherit- 
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ance  of  his  anceflors ;  and  this  makes  them  equal, 
or  rather  it  gives  an  advantage  to  the  former;  for 
a  man  may  by  various  means  be  deprived  of  his 
fortune,  but,  in  a  civilized  country,  nothing  but  ill 
health  can  deprive  him  of  his  labour;  and  then,  if 
he  has  been  prudent,  he  will  not  be  without  fup- 
port;  for  a  fmall  fum  faved  from  his  earnings,  and 
added  to  that  of  others,  may  fecure  him  againft  the 
dangers  of  poverty.  The  great  leflbn  which  I  am 
anxious  to  imprefs  on  your  minds,  is,  to  truft  to 
nothing  but  yourfelves,  for  it  is  by  this  means  only 
that  you  can  be  happy  and  independent.  You 
have  often  heard,  and  moft  probably  felt,  that  there 
is  a  ftrong  difpofition  in  your  fuperiors  to  opprefs 
and  ill-treat  you :  I  will  not  deny  that  this  very  fre- 
quently happens,  but  not  more  frequently  than  in 
ether '  cafes  where  men  find  they  have  the  power 
to  do  good  or  evil,  as  they  pleafe.  The  means  of 
guarding  againft  fuch  oppreffion  is  in  your  own 
sr;  for  labour  is  the  great  flock  and  capital  of 
the  community,  and  though  the  produce  or  intereft 
is  chiefly  reaped  by  others,  yet  the  fund  itfelf  is  in 
your  hands,  and  if  you  are  careful,  you  may  always 
fecure  afufficient  fhare  of  the  intereft:  your  wages 
may- always  be  more  than  equal  to  your  fupport,  if 
^oatake  care  to  acquire  a  fufficient  degree  offkill 
and  indufl 
There  is  another  point  alfo  well  worth  your  con- 


^deration,  and  perhaps  the  moft  important  of  the 
whole;  it  relates  to  your  moral  ftate,  or  the  degree 
of  prudence  requifite  to  fecure  your  health  and  irite- 
reft.  Like  the  reft  of  your  fellow-creatures,  you 
are  gifted  by  nature  with  certain  paffions  and  pro- 
penfities,  which  even  in  a  Rate  of  nature  you  could 
not  fully  indulge  without  injury  to  yourfelves  and 
others,  much  more  fo  in  a  ftate  of  fociety;  for  men 
being  there  brought  nearer  each  other  by  their 
wants  and  pleafures,  than  in  an  uncivilized  ftate, 
where  the  favage  is  ahnoft  an  independent  being, 
it  is  impoffible  that  any  man  mould  deftroy  his  own 
health  and  happinefs,  without  ur  fome  meafure  af- 
fecting that  of  others.  All  virtues  and  vices  are  to 
be  eftimated  by  the  good  or  evil  they  produce,  for 
moft  actions  are  indifferent  in  themfelves,  and  are 
only  to  be  judged  of  by  their  confequences;  but  the 
confequences  of  fome  are  more  immediate  and  more 
evident  than  of  others,  and  therefore- thofe  actions 
arc  more  eafily  pronounced  to  be  right  or  wrong.  To 
warn  you  againft  the  confequences  of  theft  and  mur- 
der, either  to  yourfelves  or  others,  is  totally  needlefs, 
for  they  cannot  be  doubted:  there  are  other  actions 
whofe  effects  are  not  fo  fudden,  and  therefore  not  fo 
eafily  perceived,  yet  they  are  not  lefs  certain  and 
deftrudtive  to  individuals  and  fociety.  Should  you 
be  tempted  to  employ  your  hours  of  leifurc  in 
playing  at  games  of  chance,  in  which  your  minds 
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will  no  doubt  be  agitated  and  amufed  by  the  hopes 
of  gain  and  the  dread  of  lofing,  whether  you  win  or 
lofe  you  will  inevitably  be  doing  an  injury  to  your 
felves  and  families;  for,  in  the  latter  cafe,  you  mull 
be  throwing  away  that  money  which,  if  carefully 
kept  together,  might  be  the  means  of  educating  your 
infants,  and,  at  fome  future  period,  when  you  are  no 
longer  able  to  labour,  might  be  the  means  of  fupport- 
ing  you  in  ficknefs,  and  preferving  you  from  poverty. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  win,  the  money  fo  gained 
muft  be  taken  from  others,  who  will  then  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  evils  which  I  have  jufl  mentioned,  and 
of  which  you  become  in  fome  meafure  the  occafion. 
Another  confequence  attending  even  your  fuccefs, 
is,  that  idle  habits  being  once  acquired,  the  money 
fo  got  is  generally  fpent  in  folly  and  extravagance, 
fnftead  of  being  laved  to  any  ufeful  purpofe  :  at  any 
,  however,  the  time  fpent  in  gaming  might  be 
more  properly  employed  in  improving  the  mind,  in 
InftriicUng  your  young  families,  or  in  fome  other  Hi- 
nt recreation,  which  might  increafe  inftead  of 
roying  b  its  and  health.     By  drinking  to 

•'jure  both  your  minds  and  bodies,  and 
fendi  r  you  incapable  of  that  exertion  which 

men  und  bodies  are  always 

I  to:  you' corrupt  your  blood,  and  thus  bring 
•.liTelvcs  and  families  a  train  of  ciifeafes 
>ii  (h'udder  to  behold  in  others:  youcreat; 


diftrefs  and  mifery  to  your  unhappy  wives,  who  are 
generally  the  fufferers  by  your  drunken  freaks:  you 
frequently  fpend  that  money  in  a  few  hours,  which 
it  has  coft  you  months  of  hard  labour  to  ac- 
quire: you  are  conftantly  liable  to  be  impofed  up- 
on by  artful  people,  who  take  advantage  of  a  man 
when  they  find  he  is  unable  to  defend  or  take  care  of 
himfelf ;  and  what  is  worfe  than  all,  you  fet  an  ex- 
ample to  your  children  which  is  often  the  caufe  of 
their  future  mifconduct  and  mifery.  On  every 
confideration,  therefore,  of  reafon  and  prudence, 
you  will  avoid  the  deilru&ive  vices  of  gaming  and 
drinking,  for  you  will  by  that  means  preferve  your- 
felves  at  all  times  in  Inch  a  Mate  to  follow  your  dif- 
ferent employments,  as  will  fecure  to  you  indepen- 
dence and  plenty;  for  it  is  only  by  your  vices  and 
paflions  that  you  render  yourfclves  dependent  on 
your  fuperiors  for  fupport:  when  you  give  them 
labour  for  their  money,  you  are  independent  of 
thenl ;  but  when  you  reduce  yourfelves  and  families 
to  poverty  by  your  imprudence,  you  are  compelled 
to  take  money  from  them  without  giving  any  thing 
in  return;  you  are  then  brought  to  a  miferable  ftate 
of  dependence,  either  on  occafional  charity  or  pa- 
rifh  allowance. 

The  indulgence  of  one  paflion  above  all  others 
fubjects  you  to  the  charge  of  imprudence,  and  to 
the  neceffity  of  having  your  families,  at  leafr,  fup- 
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ported  by  your  richer  fuperiors.     The  propeni. 
a  commerce  between  the  fexes  is  the  mod  natural 
and  ufefal  of  all  our  paflions,  yet  even  this  requires 
to  be  reftrained  within  proper  bounds,  for,  like  all 
others,  when  too  frequently  indulged,  it  is  the  caufe 
of  vice  and  mifery;  when  it  is  gratified  in  lawlels 
pleafure,  it  is  the   fource  of  infinite  calamity,  and 
produces  loathfome  difeafes  both  to  yourfelves  and 
your  pofterity:  but  even  when  fubrnitted  to  the  re- 
ftraints  of  law  and  decency,  it  is  frequently  attended 
with  diftrefs  and  poverty,  for  whoever  marries  be- 
fore he  has  provided  the  means  of  fupporting  a  fa- 
mily, is  the   caufe   of  mifery  both  to  himlelf  and 
: ,  and  renders  both  dependent  upon  'others  for 
it,  which  no  human  being  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  any  but  himfelf  or  his  relatives.     Society 
is   not  bound   to  remedy  any    man's  imprudence, 
ay  fometimes  firetch  fcrth  her  hand 
j   but  every  man  does,  or  ought  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  confequences  of  his  own  mif- 
...  not  to  draw  upon  the  funds  of  others 
to  fupply  his  necefiity.     Nature  has  fent  enough  to 
us  all,  if  we  do  not  invite  too  many  to  the  feafl: 
a  poor  man  ought  to  be  as  much  under  the  reftraints 
as  a  rich  one,  and  many  a  man,  even 
.u  circumftances,  is  prevented  from  indulg- 
ing his  natural  propenfity  to  marriage,  by  the  con- 
ation of  cullies  in  which  he  will  molt 
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b'kely  Involve  both  himfelf  and  others,  by  not  hav* 
ing  thoic  means  of  fupport  which  are  adequate  to 
his  rank  in  fociety.  Some,  however,  carry  this  too 
far,  and  inftead  of  comfort,  think  only  of  luxury. 
Endeavour  to  eftimate  the  fatisfa&ion  of  being  fed, 
cloathed,  and  attended  when  fick,  at  your  own 
homes,  in  preference  to  being  dragged  to  work- 
houfes  and  poorhoufes — in  preference  to  being 
cafted  to  a  common  receptacle  of  filth  and  mifery, 
where,  under  the  fevere  infpection  of  overfeers  and 
tafk-mafters,  you  may  be  compelled  to  drudge  for 
others  without  reward,  and  to  labour  without  receiv- 
ing the  fruit  of  your  induftry.  Many  of  you,  I  be- 
lieve, have  a  proper  abhorrence  of  fuch  habitations. 
aid  you  will  do  well  to  retain  it,  provided  it  lead* 
you  to  the  means  of  avoiding  the  neceffity  of  com- 
ing to  them  at  lad:  think  then  on  the  comforts  you 
may  enjoy  at  home,  furrounded  by  your  own  family, 
who  are  molt  likely  to  be  tender  to  you,  affe&ionate 
and  dutiful ;  and  even  if  you  are  without  a  family, 
compare  the  pleafures  of  a  home  with  the  miferies 
of  a  houfe  of  induftry,  which  is  in  general  a  houfe 
of  cruelty;  and  remember,  that  the  only  means  of 
avoiding  fuch  a  refource,are  economy  and  continence, 
Forbear  for  a  few  years  to  indulge  your  natural 
propenfity  to  procreation,  and  you  may  then  main- 
tain a  moderate  family  without  burthen  or  difficulty  j 
and  take  care  alio  to  pro\ide  for  the  advance  of  old, 
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age, by  laying  up  a  certain  fum,  to  be  entruftedto  any 
of  thofe  focieties  which  government  have  fo  wifely 
protected  and  promoted,  and  which  may  in  time,  bv 
your  increasing  prudence  and  frugality,  fupercede 
*}  that  odious,  oppreflive,  and  degenerating  heap  of 
Cruelty  and  nonfenfe,  called  the  poor  laws;  when 
they  are  rendered  obfolete,  it  will  be  a  happy  day 
for  England.  May  that  time  not  be  remote !  for 
thefe  laws  have  had  a  great  effect  in  bending  you  to 
the  yoke  of  poverty,  and  by  affording  a  flight  fub- 
fiftence,  have  reconciled  you  to  mifery,  filth,  and 
dependence;  thus  depriving  you  of  all  thofe  ener- 
gies by  which  the  mind  of  man  exerts  itfelf  towards 
improvement,  and  checking  that  propensity  v/hich 
every  man  of  fpirit  feels  to  better  his  condition  when 
under  the  preffure  of  great  difficulty. 

Whenever  you  are  difpofed  to  be  difcontented 
with  your  condition,  be  careful  to  examine  how  far 
it  arifes  from  your  own  imprudence,  and  how  far 
from  the  injuftice  of  others.  Your  vices  and  follies 
are  your  own — thefe  you  can  impute  to  none  but 
yourfelves.  I  will  not  however  fay,  that  you  fuffer 
nothing  from  your  fuperiors,  yet  certainly  nothing 
which  it  is  not  in  your  own  power  to  remedy  by 
.  the  fingle  virtue  of  prudence.  When  you  think 
thofe  above  you  fo  much  richer  than  yourfelves,  en- 
deavour to  be  certain  of  the  fact,  for  it  is  not  mo- 
ney that  conftitutes  riches,  but  the  proportion  which 
money  bears  to  our  wants,  real  or  imaginary.     It 
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is  of  great  fervice  to  every  man  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  reft  of  fociety. 

Virtue  and  vice  is  a  mere  matter  of  calculation; 
how  much  we  gain  or  lofe  by  any  particular  mode 
of  conduct  forms  the  whole  of  the  account,  and  the 
balance  is  happinefs  or  mifery :  calculate  then  how 
much  trouble,  poverty,  and  filth  you  will  hazard  for 
the  gratification  of  a  fenfual  appetite,  or  even  of  a 
lawful  paffion,  and  compare  it  with  the  comfort  you 
may  finally  enjoy  by  exercifing  for  a  while  the  vir- 
tue of  continence,  and  deferring  to  marry  till  you 
can  afford  to  maintain  a  family:  look  at  thofe  around 
you  who  have  haftily  involved  themfelves  in  diffi- 
culties by  too  early  an  indulgence  ef- matrimony, 
and  compare  the  diftrcfling  fight  of  a  poor  man 
with  a  large  family  in  dirt  and  rags,  and  little  better 
than  favages,  with  the  decent  comforts  of  one  with, 
a  moderate  offspring,  well  clothed,  cleanly  and  well 
behaved,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labour  in  a  com- 
fortable cottage  or  apartment;  happy  among  them- 
felves— fatisfied  with  their  lot — and  though  not 
rich,  yet  having  more  than  riches — content  and 
health.  Remember  that  thefe  comforts  are  within 
every  man's  reach,  and  depend  folely  on  yourfelves; 
the  wages  of  labour  in K  many  places  are  perhaps 
hardly  equal  at  the  prefent  period  to  procure  you  all 
the  comforts  you  might  expe£t,  and  thofe  of  you 
who  already  have  families  mult  endeavour,  by  the 
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Jtridteft  frugality,  to  meet  the  difficulty  ;  and  j  on 
have  many  examples  of  it,  even  in  the  ranks  above 
you,  who  are  hard  preffed  at  prefent  to  live  in  the 
method  they  have  been  ufed  to.  You  who  are  yet 
unmarried  may  avoid  the  evil,  and  reftrain  your  pro- 
penfities  till  you  are  better  able  to  fupport  a  family. 
"When  I  give  you  this  advice,  I  do  not  recommend 
any  means  which  are  not  fancuoned  by  prudence 
and  virtue;  for  to  live  angle,  and  to  live  in  vice,  is 
*vorfe  than  to  marry  to  poverty*. 

One  of  the  greateft  caufes  of  poverty  in  all 
highly-cultivated  countries,  is  the  excefs  of  popula- 
tion above  the  means  of  fupport,  for  the  more 
mouths  there  are  to  be  filled,  the  fewer  can  the  pro- 
vifions  of  the  country  fupply  with  comforts  ;  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  money  given  by  the  rich  will  raife  the 
price  of  provifions,  without  much  improving  the 
condition  of  the  poor  :  I  repeat  it  then  again,  that 
the  interest  of  the  poor  is  to  avoid  multiplying  too 
fad,  and  no  maxim  of  prudence  can  fo  effectually 
promote  their  happinefs,  as  to  prevent  early  mar- 
riage ;  k„cp  down  your  numbers,  and  you  will  al- 
ways ccmr.rr.and  wages  more  than  equal  to  your  im- 
upport,  and  you  may  then  fave  enough, 
;,  if  joined  to  the  favings  of  others,  may  pre- 

Thc  ar  i  from  the  principle  of  population,   I    ac- 

knov  ;.  i>e  IxHrowetl  from  the  ingenious  efiay  of  Mr.  .M*U 


Live  you  froi.i  Accepting  the  fcanty  pittance  i  f  pa. 
rifh  bounty.  Labour,  jike  every  oilier  commodity^ 
i a i ] t>  in  price  when  there  is  too  much  of  it  in  the 
market.  This  advice  may  not  be  vclifhed  by  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  but  depend  upon  it,  it 
is  for  the  good  of  ail  ranks  in  the  community  ;  for 
though  the  higher  ones  may  pay  a  little  more  for  it 
in  wages, %ey  will  ultimately  find  their  advantage 
in  the  fecurity  they  muft  derive  from  the  lower 
ranks  being  better  acquainted  with  their  duty  and 
i heir  intereft,  and  confequently  more  content  with 
their  ftation  in  fociety ;  and  they  who  are  fincere  in 
their  withes  for  bettering,  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
cannot  furely  grudge  a  fmall  advance  in  the  price  of 
that  labour  which  is  in  general  [o  badly  paid  at  pre- 
fent.  The  ignorance  of  the  multitude  is  the  food 
of  lebellion,  and  there  are  no  better  materials  for 
artful  demagogues  to  work  upon,  than  a  degraded 
populace. 

The  common  objection  againft  your  having 
great  wages  may  be  here  urged  with  confiderable 
force;  and  the  fact  will  not  be  denied,  that,  with- 
out you  have  learned  the  method  of  employing 
them  properly,  high  wages  only  afford  temptations 
to  indolence  and  vice;  for  they  who  can  earn  their 
week's  fubfiftence  in  three  days,  often  fpend  the 
remainder  in  drunkennefs  and  debauchery.  Where- 
per  this  is  the  cafe,  great  •wages  are  an  evil  both. 


to  the  employers  and  the  employed;  for  they  leflen 
the  quantity  of  work  done,  and  the  ability  of  him 
that  performs  it;  they  diminish  the  profits  of  the 
mafter,  without  adding  to  the  comforts  of  the  fer- 
vaut;  and  they  tend  to  the  general  corruption  of 
the  lower  ranks  of  feciety.  To  thofe  who  do  not 
know  how  to  employ  them,  great  wages,  therefore, 
are  a  great  evil.  Let  me  advife  you,  then,  to  ac- 
quire, for  your  own  fakes,  and  for  the  fake  of 
others,  fobcr  and  virtuous  habits:  whatever  leizure 
d  you,  employ  it  in  the  cultivation  of  your 
reafon,  or  in  harmlefs  recreation;  read  ufeful  and 
intelligent  books;  look  around  you  on  the  condi- 
tion of  your  fellow-creatures;  converfe  with  nature 
and  with  man;  attach  yourfclves  to  foine  fpot  of  earth 
when  you  can  procure  it,  to  cultivate  for  your  ufe 
or  amufement;  learn  to  take  pleafure  in  the  beauty 
of  flowers,  or  the  virtues  of  plants  and  herbs,  but 

r  amufe  yourfelves  with  cruelty  towards  any 
whatever ;  it  is  beneath  the  dignity,  and 

trthy  the  generofity  of  man,  and  refembles 
only  thofe  fiercer  animals  who  delight  in  the  tor- 
ture of  each  other.  Whether  your  leifure  be  long 
ur  fhort,  take  care  that  it  be  innocently  and  harm- 

filied  up,  for  indolence  is  the  nurfe  of  all  vice  ; 
the  mind  or  the  body  mud  always  be  at  work  in  a 
greater  or  leffer  degree,  and  fome  forts  of  employ. 
rtainly  comparative  leifure.     1 ' 
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flue  may  fuffer  if  the  alehoufes  are  empty,  but  the 
ftate  will  be  a  gainer  by  the  health  and  virtue  of  its 
members  :  it  is  {hort-fighted  wifdom  which  pro- 
motes private  vices  for  the  fake  of  public  good. 
Cultivate  habits  of  temperance  and  economy,  and 
you  need  never  look  to  any  one  but  yourfelves  for 
fupport — learn  above  all  things  to  be  ambitious  of 
clean'.inefs,  and  to  take  a  pride  of- being  neat  and  i/k 
comfortable ;  it  is  the  beft  proof  and  prefervative 
of  virtue,  for  vice  and  ignorance  are  always  filthy, 
fhamelefs,  and  indecent. 

Nothing  renders  the  mind  of  man  fo  prone  to  the 
lower  vices  as  poverty,  and  nothing  fo  degrades  him 
in  the  eyes  of  others;  for  the  man  who  is  without 
the  means  of  fubfiftence,  is  fuppofed  to  have  fo  little 
to  attach  him  to  the  world,  as  to  be  capable  of  any 
undertaking,  however  bafe  or  defperate.  A  nume- 
rous population  is  the  great  caufe  of  poverty ;  let 
him,  therefore,  who  wifhes  for  himfelf  and  his  off- 
fpring  to  avoid  this  mofl  abject  ftate,  forbear  to 
bring  beings  into  the  world  for  whom  it  cannot  pro- 
vide. Remember  that  you  compofe  the  great  body 
of  fociety,  and  that  therefore  more  depends  on  your 
regular  and  fober  conduft  than  on  that  of  all  the 
reft:  if  you  mifpend  your  time,  wafte  your  health, 
or  mifapply  your  money,  the  whole  muft  be  out  of 
joint;  but  if  you  regulate  your  lives  by  the  rules  of 
prudence  and  morality,  you  will  not  only  be  happy 
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irt  yourfelves,  but  by  giving  a  teflon  of  virtue  to 
your  fuperiors,  will  teach  them  that  riches  are  not 
requifite  either  to  happinefs  or  virtue.  Your  pre- 
fent  ignorance,  it  will  be  faid,  is  the  fault  of  thofe 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  inftruft  you;  but  it 
is  not  1 1  is  your  own  fault,  if  the  means  of  inft.rucl.ion 
are  within  your  reach.  It  is  not  any  great  ftretch 
of  intellect  that  is  required  of  you;  all  that  is  need- 
ful is  to  reafon  upon  your  relative  Ration,  to  confi- 
der  what  are  the  means  of  promoting  your  happi- 
nefs, and  how  greatly  forefight,  economy,  and  mo- 
deration, contribute  to  render  you  comfortable  and 
contented;  and  that  the  great  moral  duties  which  are 
required  of  you,  are  thofe  which  conduce  to  your 
honeft  profperity:  remember,  above  all,  that  to 
give  life  to  a  being  you  cannot  provide  tor,  is  al- 
mofl  as  great  a  breach  of  morality  as  to  take  it  a- 
way;  for  to  bring  a  creature  into  the  world  only  to 
be  wretched,  is  an  unnatural  offence.  Whenever 
population  preffes  too  hard  on  the  means  of  fubfift- 
ence,  there  mull  be  mifery,  and  this  is  the  fault  of 
thofe  who  increafe  their  families  thoughtlefsly. 
Should  you  be  tempted  to  murmur  at  the  neceifity 
of  laying  a  reft raint  on  your  natural  appetites,  you 
will  murmur  not  at  man,  but  at  God;  for  it  is  as 
much  conformable  to  the  laws  of  nature  that  excef- 
live  population  fliould  produce  exceflive  mifery,  as 
that  fire  mould  burn,  or  bread  fliould  nomiJh. 
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■  The  happinefs  of  which  you  are  capable  is  all  I 
am  advifmg  you  to  aim  at,  and  when  eachmanex 
peels  no  more  than  belongs  to  him,  all  will  be  right. 
Some  things  there  are,  particularly  in  our  filter 
country,  which  government  may  do  to  better  your 
condiiion,  and  give  you  a  fuller  poffefiion  of  your 
rights ;  but  thefe  things  you  will  be  more  likely  to 
obtain  by  lliewing  you  are  prepared  to  receiye  them, 
than  by  tumult  and  violence.  I  am  not  recommen- 
ding.fervile  fubmiffiontoinjuftice,  but  a  firm  and  mo- 
derate demand  of  your  rights :  there  are,  however, 
few  things  by  which  your  condition  can  be  improved, 
which  are  not  in  your  own  power  ;  and  when  you 
are  convinced  of  this,  you  will  lofe  no  time  to  a£fc 
as  becomes  your  intereft.  I  am  not  attempting  to 
reconcile  you  to  poverty,  rags,  or  filth  ;  I  only  with 
to  excite  you  to  procure  the  comforts  confiflent  with 
your  nation,  and  by  doing  fo,  to  make  you  content 
and  peaceful.  The  enjoyments  of  the  rich  may  be 
more  exquifite  and  more  expensive  than  yours,  and 
they  may  be  more  refined,  but  they  are  not  more 
numerous ;  for  nature  has  been  equally  kind  to 
both,  though  art  has  created  a  difference.  You 
may  enjoy  as  well  as  them  the  pleafures  of  a  family, 
of  the  fenfes,  of  the  appetites,  of  reafon,  and  of  na- 
ture ;  you  may  have  your  amufements,  which 
though  fimple,  may  give  your  equal  delight  with 
the  greatcft  luxuries  of  ar.t :  what  you  lofe,  there^ 
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iorc,  is  not  equal  to  what  you  poflefs ;  you  can  have 
none  of  the  leftlefs  and  weary  cravings  of  a  pam- 
pered appetite,  arifing  from  indolence  of  body  and 
emptinefs  of  mind,  for  you  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
eonftantly  employed  either  at  home  or  abroad  :  in 
whatever  humble  ftation,  therefore,  you  are  placed, 
ftudy  to  do  your  duty,  and  to  confult  your  kttereft 
confidently  with  truth  and  honefty,  and  you  can 
never  be  unhappy  but  by  thofe  misfortunes  from 
which  no  ftation  is  exempt ;  and  even  that  unhap- 
pinefs,  by  the  exertion  of  your  reafon,  and  by  a  re- 
turn to  your  ufual  employments,  cannot  be  of  long- 
duration  ;  and  if  you  keep  your  bodies  in  a  proper 
ftate  of  health  by  conftant  temperance,  there  is  no 
diftemper  which  can  afflict  you  for  any  long  period. 
Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  when  I  talk  to  you  of 
your  independence,  I  meant  you  fhould  by  that 
means  be  acquitted  from  all  decent  refpecT:  to  thofe 
whom  the  chances  of  fociety  have  placed  in  a  con- 
dition above  you  ;  I  meant  not  that  furly  independ- 
ence which  fliews  itfelf  in  coarfenefs  of  manner  and 
rudenefs  of  addr-efs.  A  man  may  be  thoroughly 
independent  in  his  principles  and  ftation,  and  yet  not 
refufe  to  acknowledge  others  fuperior  to  him  by 
their  rank,  their  office,  or  their  talents;  and  this 
refpect  is  thoroughly  confident  with  a  manly  digni- 
ty of  behaviour,  which  defpifes  the  crouching  fer- 
of  a  flave,  and  dares  to  (land  erect  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  great  man;     Men  of  the  higher  ranks  re- 
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iufe  not  to  fhew  that  degree  of  refpecr.  and  civility  to 
each  other  which  fweetens  the  intercourfe  of  fociety, 
lurely  then  thole  whom  chance  has  placed  at  the 
bottom  Ihoukl  not  neglect  to  pay  external  deference 
to  thofe  who  may  require  it  by  any  of  the  claims 
above  mentioned.  Hitherto  I  have  endeavoured  to 
ihew  you  how  you  may  be  content  and  happy  by 
moderate  enjoyments;  he  who  does  more  is  not 
your  friend,  and  he  who  does  lefs  is  your  enemy; 
for  you  have  a  right  to  a  fhare  in  the  comforts  of  the 
world,  and  I  have  told  you  how  they  may  beacquired, 
Having  faid  thus  much  to  you  on  your  general 
date,  I  will  addrefs  you  for  a  while  on  the  particu- 
lar circumftances  of  the  county  we  dwell  in,  and 
what  is  required  of  you  in  the  prefent  conteft.  To 
thofe  among  you  who  hang  fo  loofe  upon  fociety, 
as  hardly  to  have  a  living  and  hardly  a  home,  I  will 
not  venture  to  addrefs  myfelf  with  any  confidence  : 
the  country  has  little  claim  to  their  fupport,  as  they 
can  hardly  be  worfe  by  any  change  of  circumftances; 
yet  it  is  poffible  that,  by  conducting  themfelves  with 
fpirit  and  generofity  in  the  prefent  conteft,  they  may 
obtain  a  fhare  of  thofe  comforts  which  they  have 
either  forfeited  by  vice  or  miffed  by  poverty.  To 
you,  however,  who  are  able  to  procure  by  your  la- 
bour a  decent  maintenance,  and  are  not  without  a 
home,  a  family,  and  friends,  I  will  endeavour  fhortly 
to  ftate  how  far  you  are  interefted  in  fupporting  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  how  much  vou  hav  to 
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!ofe  by  the  fuccefs  of  our  inveterate  enemy.     To 
thofe  among  you  who  have  formed  any  lali'e  and 
idle  hopes  of  being  bettered  by  a  fuccefsful  invafiori 
of  the  French,  I  mud  fay,  Look  at  (heflate  of 
Switzerland  and  Holland,  two  countries  in  which 
the  condition  of  the  lower  ranks  was  formerly  more 
to  be  envied  than  in  any  part  of  Europe;   what  are 
they  now?  wretched,  miferable,  and  enflaved;  their 
cottages  deftroyed,  the  fources  of  their  induftry  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  and  themfelves  in  many  places 
compelled  to  feed  on  acorns  and  wild  fruit.     The 
boafted  declaration  of  the  French,  "  war  to  the  pa- 
lace and  peace  to  the  cottage,"  has  been  completely 
falfified,  for  the  only  equality  they  have  introduced 
has  been  equality  of  wretchednefs  to  both,  and  equal 
mifery  to  all.     'ihe  poor  in  thefe  nations  no  longer 
labour  for  themfelves  or  their  country;  the  fruit 
of  their  induftry  is  fwept  away  by  the  rapacity  of  the 
French,  to  cover  the  expences  of  the  Chief  Conful, 
and  to  make  up  for  what  he  has  wrung  from  his 
own  fubje&s  to  fquander  on  his  pomp  and  parade; 
and  can  you  expect  to  be  better  treated  than  thefe 
countries  have  been?  No:  he  has  the  fame  ground 
of  quarrel  againfl  you  as  againfl  them,  you  are  the 
natives  of  a  free  country.     I  will  not  attempt  to  ter- 
rify your  imagination  with  relating  to  you  the  rapes, 
murders,  maflacres,  cruelties,  and  enormities  of  ail 
forts,  which  we  have  been  toid  will  be  perpetrated 
by  the  French  ;  it  is  fufficient  for  you  to  conceive 
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rener-al  horrors  attendant  upon  war,  from  which 
;■  you  nor  any  part  of  the  country  will  be  ex- 

.  Should  you  ever  have  fuppofed  that,  in 
c:i(e  of  an  overthrow,  you  may  change  places  with 

fuperiorSj  what  wiil  you  gain  by  it,  fuppofing 
it  to  be  poffible,  which  I  will  prefently  fhew  you  is 
utterly  ridiculous  ?  When  placed  in  a  ftation,  and 
promoted  to  affluence,  which  you  have  never  been 
ufed  to  enjoy, and  were  never  prepared  by  education 
or  habit  to  act  in,  can  you  fuppofe  that  you  will  be 
more  happy  than  you  are  now,  when  every  thing 
around  you  is  become  familiar  by  cuftom  and  long 
ufe;  where  the  friends,  the  company,  the  manner  of 
living,  are  all  fuch  as  you  are  ufed  to,  and  therefore 
feel  yourfelves  at  eafe  with?  Riches^  inflead  of  be- 
ing a  blefling,  are  a  curfe  to  thofe  who  do  not  know 
how  to  employ  them  ;  and  even  thofe  who  are  born 
to  them,  without  being  properly  educated,  are  worfe 
for  them  rather  than  better  ;  what,  then,  mufh  they 
be  to  you  who  have  never  been  taught  how  to  enjoy 
them,  and  are  too  old  to  learn  to  any  good  purpofe  ? 
Banifh  the  ridiculous  idea,  and  be  content  with  the 
ftation  wherein  you  are  placed,  for,  depend  upon  it. 
vou  will  make  an  aukward  figure  in  a  higher,  and 
depend  alfo,  that  the  enemies  with  whom  you  have 
to  contend  are  too-  greedy  and  too  hungry  to  leave 
you  any  fliare  in  the  plunder  ;  they  will  rather  make 
you  the  fervnnts  of  fervants,  and  the  flaves  of  flaves, 
than  raife  you  to  any  ftation  of  power  or.  wealth, 


Enquire  of  thole  who  are  beft  qualified  to  inform 
you,  whether  there  is  any  inftance,  either  in  ancient 
or  modern  times,  of  the  multitude  having  ever  pro- 
fited by  revolution  and  tumult?  Be  fatisfied, 
there  is  none;  for  even  when  they  are  permitted  to 
have  a  fhare  in  the  plunder  of  their  fuperiors,  the 
advantages  derived  from  fuch  gain  are  fhort  and 
tranfuory ;  for  when  the  foundations  of  fociety  ar« 
overturned,  it  is  a  long  time  before  they  can  be  laid 
afrelh,  and  moft  of  thofe  who  partake  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  never  furvive  its  horrid  effects.  It  is  a  foolifli 
wifh  to  hope  to  live  by  plunder,  for  that  fort  of  life 
cannot  lafh  long:  when  you  cut  down  the  tree  to 
come  at  the  fruit,  you  can  enjoy  it  but  once,  and 
that  is  foon  over ;  it  is  your  intereft  to  preferve  it, 
and  make  it  fiourifh;  it  may  moot  forth  new  branch- 
es, and  long  continue  to  bear  fruit,  of  which  you 
v.  ill  enjoy  your  fhare:  from  a  new  one  it  may  be  long, 

long,  before  you  reap  any  good.  Let  me  advife 
you  to  prefer  being  governed  by  your  own  country- 
men, whofe  language,  manners,  and  cuftoms  are 
congenial  to  you,  rather  than  by  a  foreign  foe,  who 

.  the  Britifh  name,  and  all  that  can  remind  him 
of  Britifh  liberty;  you,  who  are  the  ftrength  and 
fupport  of  your  country,  will  be  the  firft  to  feel  his 
%.iv^eance.  ExpecT:  nothing,  then,  from  him,  who 
thinks  it  is  his  intereft  to  reduce  your  country  to  a 
\\  he  even  be  difpofed  to  be  kind  to 
hat  lr.!s  he  to  give  which  Brhcns  cou! 
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cept  ? — Liberty?  No,  he  detefts  the  very  name- 
Property?  No,  he  will  take  it  all  to  himfelf  and  his 
wretched  flaves.  Comfort  ?  No,  he  has  no  idea  of 
the  comforts  which  the  people  of  this  country  enjoy, 
nor  any  wifli  to  promote  them;  all  he  covets  is  their 
wealth.  Wherever  he  has  carried  his  deftru&ive 
arms,  he  has  been  the  equal  enemy  of  the  poor  and 
the  rich  ;  he  has  been  in  every  country  the  deflroyer 
of  mankind,  the  deceitful  propagator  of  mifery  and 
flavery.  Suppofing  your  condition,  my  friends,  to 
to  be  the  word  poffible,  it  cannot  be  amended  by 
tumult  and  plunder  :  it  is  not  by  bloody  revolutions, 
but  by  the  gentle  progrefs  of  knowledge^  that  the 
world  has  hitherto  been  improved.  Remember 
that  though  from  many  caufes  your  prefent  ftate 
may  not  be  fo  good  as  it  is  capable  of  being,  yet  that 
there  is  a  body  of  enlightened  men  in  this  country 
who  are  anxious  to  improve  it,  and  that  even  in  a 
few  years  they  will  do  more  for  you  than  a  hundred 
revolutions  or  a  hundred  Bonapartes.  Come  forth, 
then,  with  all  your  might  and  with  all  your  fpirit, 
in  defence  of  what  is  dear  to  us  all ;  let  us  fland  or 
fall  together,  for  we  muft  mutually  depend  upon 
each  other.  Remember  that  by  your  thus  coming 
forward  to  aid,  not  to  defend,  your  richer  fuperiors, 
they  will  contract  a  debt  of  gratitude  which,  after 
the  conteft  is  over,  they  will  not  fail  to  repay:  by 
your  being  brought  nearer  to  each  other,  they  will  be 
better  acquainted  with  your  want?,  your  virtues,  and 


your  condition;  and  by  thus  becoming  more 
liar,  the  diftance  between  you  will  be  leffened,  and 
they  will  treat  you  with  more  humanity  and  refpeQ, 
if  you  conduit  yourfelves  firmly,  honeflly,  and  fo- 
berly.  Society  will  henceforth  become  more  har- 
monized from  the  knowledge  and  the  remem- 
brance of  what  we  owe  to  each  other;  from  having 
been  engaged  in  the  fame  common  danger,  and 
brought  together  for  our  common  defence.  We 
have  hitherto  been  the  envy  of,  and  henceforth  will 
be  an  example  to,  furrounuing  nations,  if  we  fuc- 
in  preferring  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  while  they 
are  crouching  under  the  fword  of  the  great  defpot. 
Stand  fail:,  then,  by  the  government  which  is  able  to 
make  you  comfortable;  keep  things  together,  that 
they  may  be  improved,  but  never  expect,  they  can 
be  i'o  by  an  overthrow.  Society  is  not  the  work  of 
a  day,  but  of  ages,  and  it  is  eafier  to  pull  down 
than  to  build.  In  the  prefent  conteft  yen  are  not 
fighting  for  the  rich  only,  but  for  yourfelves ;  for 
though  you  have  lefs  to  lofe,  yet  it  is  your  all;  and 
|et  your  motto  be  "Victory  or  Death,"  for  life 
j       >t  worth  polTefihig  in  flavery. 


Jttg.  16,    1SCJ, 
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